
    

 

 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

 
When I purchased a bottle of FolkArt Stains, it appears to be separated.  Is the product still good? 
Yes, all stains separate.  FolkArt Stains are still good after separating.  FolkArt Stains must be shaken well before use. 
 
How do I apply FolkArt Stains? 
FolkArt Stains can be applied by one of two methods: 

1) Brush-on Method – brush on with a foam brush, then wipe off with a clean, soft cloth. 
2) Wipe-on Method – moisten a soft cloth with the stain, then wipe off with a clean, soft cloth.  This method allows more wood 

grain to show through the finish. 
 
Do I need to sand my surface before I stain it? 
FolkArt Stains apply best to a smooth surface.  For best results, sand the surface in the direction of the grain.  Wipe the surface with 
a clean, dry cloth before staining to remove any residue left from sanding. 
 
What should I use to sand to get the smoothest surface for staining? 
For the smoothest surface, use 4/0 steel wool for sanding and always sand in the direction of the grain. 
 
Do I need to seal my project after I stain it? 
Projects do not need to be sealed if they are for decorative purposes only.  For added protection and if a project will be handled, 
seal it with FolkArt Varnish or other waterbase sealer after the stain has cured. 
 
Can I mix stain colors? 
All colors within the FolkArt Stain line can be poured together to create a new color.  They can also be mixed wet on wet to achieve 
different colors.  Wet on wet simply means that you brush the first stain color, immediately brush the second color on, then wipe off 
both with a clean, soft cloth. 
 
How can I achieve a deeper stain color? 
For a deeper, richer stain color, apply stain, wipe in the direction of the grain, let dry for one hour then repeat.  Continue this process 
until the desired color intensity is reached. 
 
What type of surface can I stain? 
FolkArt Stains were developed for wood, but can be used on most porous surfaces. 
 
Can I mix FolkArt Stains with extender to increase the open time? 
No, do not mix FolkArt Stains with extender.  This will change the properties of the stain and it will not work as it should. 
 
Can I use a fan or hair dryer to speed up the dry time between coats? 
Air drying is best for the FolkArt Stains.  If a hair dryer or fan is used, the wood may warp.  Using cold air can create a milky finish 
and can cause the color of the stain to change. 
 
How do FolkArt Stains compare to other waterbase stains? 
All waterbase stains work in basically the same way.  The main difference with FolkArt Stains is the low odor.  Also, like all other 
FolkArt brand paints, they are non-toxic under ASTM D-4236 and carry the AP seal. 
 
Will FolkArt Stains stain my clothing? 
Yes, FolkArt Stains, as with any stain, will permanently stain clothing.  Wear old clothes or protective clothing when staining a 
project. 
 
Should I wear gloves while using FolkArt Stains? 
There are no safety or health issues that would require you to use gloves while working with FolkArt Stains, however, the product 
will stain your hands if you choose not to wear gloves. 
 
Can FolkArt Stains be used as an antiquing medium after a project has been painted? 
Yes, FolkArt Stains can be used as an antiquing medium on flat and satin finishes.  Stain will not adhere to glossy finishes. 
 
 
 
For more information:  800-842-4197       www.PlaidOnline.com  


